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The Journal Pays a Judgment
That Kept Louis Shab-

lowski in Jail.

The N^an Is Hardworking and His
Wife Suffers from an Incut-

able Disease.

SHE FAINTS AT THEIR MEETING.

A Newfoundland Dog That Ran Away tl^"
Cause of the Judgment for $66 the

Man Was Unable to Pay.He
Goes to Work To-day.

Louis Shablowsky, a hard-working, sober
housesmlth, had been confined In Ludlow
Street Jail since February 7 because he
could not satisfy a civil judgment of $66.50
and costs amounting to $8.23, while his
wife lay dying of cancer and starvation in
a poor third-floor tenement, at No. 93 Allen
street. The Journal paid the judgment yes¬
terday, and tears of gratitude stood in the
dying woman's eyes as she put her arms
around her husband and vowed that she
would not again permit him to leave her
Bight.
Dally and hourly Shablowsky had paced

his cell at Ludlow Street Jail, expecting
news of his wife's death. He did not dare
to hope that he shoud again see her. He
broke down and wept like a child when the
jailer told him that he was free. His big,
hard hands trembled so that he could
hardly tie up the mean newspaper bundle
of his pitifully scant effects. There were
tears In the eyes of the keepers as they
helped him, for they knew the circum¬
stances of his case and that confinement
had been unresting mental torment.

SHE FAINTED IN HIS ARMS.
Though weak from sleepless nights, Sha¬

blowsky walked like an athlete to the ten¬
ement he called home, and mounted the
two flights of stairs two steps at a; time.
In his wife's condition It would have been
better to have prepared her for his home¬
coming, but he was not to be restrained.
Like a crazy man he burst into the room.
She uttered an inarticulate cry. He hur¬
ried to the bedside, and she swooned in
his arms.
First he thought that death had come,

and started back, horrified, from the em¬

brace of the woman's thin arms. But she
stirred, ana a pale smile lighted her parch¬
ment-like face. Quickly a neighbor gave
her a teaspoonful of port wine, supplied
by the kindness of Warden Roe, and with

reviving consciousness she muttered:
"Louis! My own, my good man, come
back to me!" Then the neighbors, with
Intuitive kindliness, withdrew, and left
them together in an embrace that at best
must be of short duration.
Louis Shablowsky speaks good English,

and came to this country seventeen years
ago from a little town not far from Ham¬
burg, Germany. His wife, Louisa, came
from the same village, and they were
married and came to this country to better
their condition. No children blessed their
union, but it seemed to those who knew
them that the Shablowskys made up In
love for each other for the absence of op¬
portunity for display of parental affection.
Shlabowsky was always sober and Indus¬
trious.
"I have known him for ten years," said

John Telschot, his employer, yesterday,
"and I never knew a more honest man, or
one for whom I had more respect."
Three years ago Mrs. Shablowsky be¬

came a victim of the Incurable disease
that afflicts her. The Shablowskys' sav¬

ings of years disappeared in a vain en¬
deavor to cure the cancer. Operations pro¬
longed her life, but no real good was ac¬

complished. She grew thinner and paler,
but until three weeks ago did not take to
her bed, and was able to keep their little
hg»ie scrupulously neat.

TOOK A DOG TO KEEP.
Shablowsky, at the request of Antonio

Marshal, agreed three months ago to take
and keep a dog that was the property of
Marshal. He thought that it might amuse
his sick wife while he was at work. Shab¬
lowsky thought it was a mongrel, of no

particular value. Had he known that it
was a valuable Newfoundland he would
not have risked caring for it.
Neighbors complained of the noise the

dog made In the house, and Shablowsky
sent It to a friend on Long Island. It ran
away, and that was the last seen of it.
Marshal appeared and wanted his dog.

In its absence he demanded $66.50, that
he said was Its value. Shablowsky could
not pay. Marshal then sued him In the
Fourth District Court and secured Judg¬
ment for $66.50 and costs% amounting to
$8.23. /v
Section 549 of the Code of Civil Procedure

is an elastic one. Under It, if the com¬

plainant In the action alleges any taint of
fraud or wilful Intent upon the part of a
defendant to conceal or deprive a judgment
creditor of a chattel.the dog In this case
.In the absence of anything else to levy
upon, an attachment can be issued against
the person. In this case the complainant
did allege that the housesmlth had been
guilty of fraud. An order of arrest was

Issued, and It was served February 7, just
at dark, when Shablowsky had come home
from his day's work, tired, but smiling and
cheerful for the sake of his sick wife.
He was led away with tears running

down his face. He knew what must bo
the result of his enforced idleness. His
wife was almost heartbroken. She could
not sleep nights, and her disease speedily
took a fresh start. Neighbors, almost as

poor as she, kept her from absolute star¬
vation, and when in a few days It was

necessary for her to take to her bed, they
sent her to Bellevue Hospital. She cried
constantly for her husband, whom she
firmly believed she would never see again.
For three weeks she was treated at Belle¬
vue, but the disease 'vyas hopeless and they
were going to send her to the Hospital
for Incurables on the Island. Should she
be taken there she felt sure she would
never again see her Louis. She resolved
to leave the hospital at all hazards. The
hospital authorities let her go, for they
could do nothing for her.
One bright, sunshiny day, three weeks

ago she started ont to walk home. She
was so weak that she staggered as she
walked. People looked after her and
thought her drunk, and small boys jeered
her as she passed. Many times she tot¬
tered and all but fell. She had almost
reached her home when, exhausted as she
was, she stumbled and fell bruising her
hip badly. She was assisted by passers-by
to the Allen street house, and carried up
the stairs and placed In the bed where she
now lies. Neighbors advised her to go to
the hospital again, but buoyed up by the
hope that a kind Providence must permit
her to see her husband once more before
she died, she refused to be taken.

John Melnhart, a good-hearted neighbor
who Is a bricklayer and out of work, went
to the New York Dispensary at No. lo7
Centre street and told the doctors there
of the woman's deplorable condition. Dr.
L. F. Warner went to see her and was

called dally since, though her case Is not
of a sort It Is his duty to attend. The
neighbors also informed the imprisoned
husband of her precarious condition, and In
agony, of mind tfce poo? f«Uow appealed to
Warden Hoe for permission to see his wife
lust once, if only for five minutes before
she died. Shablowsky's story brougut
tears to the Warden's eyes, but he must
conform to the law, so he sent Keeper
Lentz to the Allen street tenement. Lentz
came back with a suspicious redness about
his eyes and a lump in his throat, and told
the Warden that it was even worse than
Shablowsky had said. A certificate was
obtained from Dr. Warner that Mrs. Sha¬
blowsky was at the point of death and
by Sheriff Tamsen's orders the husband
was taken home on Monday to bid his wife
a last farewell.

THE DEPUTY DEEPLY MOVED.
Deputy Sheriff Loub, who took him, let

them stay together as long as he could, and
their parting, he says, he will remember
to his dying day. Both supposed that the
parting was forever, and the husband's
return yesterday was as if ise had returned
from the grave. Warden Roe was almost
as happy over the man's release as if it
were he himself who had been confined.
He hurried In person to the Sheriff's office
to obtain the satisfaction piece and he
wrung the unfortunate Shablowsky's hand
warmly, and there were tears in his voice
as he bid him good-by and good luck.
John Telschof, Shablowsky's former em¬

ployer, is now in charge of the iron work¬
ers, who are putting up the great Iron
skyscraper on the west side of Bowling
Green. He promises the Journal to put
Shablowsky to work there this morning.

Major Keefer to Retire.
Major J. B. Keefer, who has been pay¬

master in the army for almost twenty
years, will retire on Friday, he hayingreached the age of retirement.sixty-four
years. Major Keefer was for fifteen years
stationed in Oregon and Waslngton. live
years ago he was assigned to duty in tuis
city. No successor has yet been appointed.

MISS HIGGS FAILING FAST.

Physician Fears the Snake's Bite May Yet
Prove Fatal to the Fishkill

Young Girl.

Miss Mamie Hlggs, of Flslikill, who was

bitten by a spotted adder last week, had
high fever all day yesterday, with spasms
at intervals, and had to be constantly
under the influence of a powerful drug.
In her spasms she straightened out and
her limbs and body became rigid.
Dr. O'Reilly, the attending physician,

said last night that her condition was

worse than it ever has been, and she was

gradually falling.
How the snake got where it was Is still

a mystery. John Hlggs, father af the bit¬
ten girl, emphatically denies drawing any
wood on the premises within six months.
Patrick Murphy, who has resided on Cross
street a number of years, says he has never

seen a snake in.that locality larger than a

garter snake. Benevolent people are con¬

tributing liberally to the support of the
family. A trained nurse has been fur¬
nished.

Last of the Basket Ball Games.

Among the basket ball matches scheduled
for the close of the season Is one In which
the Centrals of the Brooklyn Y. M. C. A.
and the players representing the New
Britain (Conn.) Y. M. C. A., will be the op¬
posing teams. This game will be played in
the Central gymnasium, No. 502 Fulton
street, to-morrow evening at 9 o'clock.

70 Ludlow Street.,
EDWARD J.H.TAMSEN. Sheriff
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Receipt for the Pl'ice of a Man's Happiness.

IS ARMED TO
HIS DEW TEETH,

Superb Equipment of Policeman
Whitman When on

Patrol Duty.
A Striking Example of His Readiness

for an Emergency Shown on

Grand Street

HE GOES BY THE NAME OF "AJAX."

In One Conspicuous Feature He Greatly
Resembles Commissioner Roosevelt,

to Whose Attention Ha Is Hereby
Respectfully Commended.

It Is a popular impression that President
Theodore Roosevelt has a stronger, more

conspicuous and more serviceable set of
teeth than any other man In the Police De¬
partment. Like many popular impressions,
this one is erroneous. There is a patrol¬
man belonging to the Eldridge Street Sta¬
tion whose teeth are as much superior to
those of the President of the Board as Mr.
Roosevelt's are to an ordinary set of store
teeth. The name of the policeman is John
Whitman.
In outward appearance there Is no very

great difference between the teeth of these

SJmMifJJ) J. n.JAMU-

MAHONEY ROBBED
THE FOREIGN MAILS,

A Clever Post Office Thief
Caught in the Act by

Federal Inspectors.
He Made a Complete Confession

and Coolly Said to the Officers,
"A Man Must Live!"

MANY OF THE ARTICLES RECOVERED.

The Thief's Room a Veritable Curiosity
Shop.The Articles Found Indicated

That He Had Robbed Fully a

Thousand Packages.
A thief who has been operating In the

New York Post Office for seven weeks past
was apprehended yesterday by Inspectors
Jacobs and Coleman. Complaints began
to come In last February, and It was
learned that the outgoing and Incoming
foreign mail pouches were being robbed.
A rigid watch was at once inaugurated
and maintained without success until yes¬
terday, when, by a well-planned ruse, in
which Chief Clerk E. M. Dillon played a

part, Timothy E. Mahoney, a clerk In the
Second Division of the foreign department,
was arrested.

bore the initials "C. E. W." Six handsome
buttons were stamped "I. 0. G. T." A
silver bonbon box was marked "A. L. F."
A silver napkin holder, "Nellie, 1894"; a
beautiful silver box, "J. W. B," and a

sterling silver knife, No. 4714, bore the en¬
graved word "Mother."
There were also papers showing that he

had served as a private, corporal and ser¬

geant In Company K, of the Sixty-ninth
Regiment, New York National Guard. Chief
Inspector Ashe said:
"Mahoney had full access to the entire

package department of the Post Office. I
had received a great many complaints con¬
cerning missing packages, as well as others
as fco the removal of foreign postage stamps
from letters. Among the articles found in
his room there were probably eight or ten
thousand of these stolen foreign stamps
packed in small boxes and bags.

HIS PLAN OF OPERATIONS.
"My investigation showed that his plan

was to take up Ms two hands full of pack¬
ages, and while placing them in the pouch
to break them open and squeeze out such
portions of their contents as he could with¬
out attracting the attention of others 'in the
office. He confesses to having stolen for
a number of months.
"We have found eleven pawn tickets In

his possession, and expect to discover that
he has pawned a large number of articles."
Most of the tickets were from Simpson's,

on the Bowery, and Bawn's, on Park row.
One was for a watch, which bad been
pawned for" $25; another for a diamond
ring at $5, and the rest for pins, ear-rings,
cuff buttons, finger rings and other Jewelry.
Mahoney was held in $2,000 by Commis¬

sioner Shields.

UNIFORM PISTOLS FOR POLICE.

A Committee Appointed to Decide on the
Style of Weapon to Be Used.

The matter of the adoption by the Police

two excellent public servants. Both sets are

white, all four rows are beautifully even

and there Is not a molar among either lot
that Is not thoroughly sound. Patrolman
Whitman's teeth, however, enjoy this dis¬
tinction and advantage over those of Mr.
Roosevelt.they are cultivated, it might al¬
most be said educated teeth. For several
years before their owner joined the police
force they materially assisted him in mak¬
ing a living.
In those days Whitman was known as

"Ajax." He used to exhibit his phenomenal
strength in theatres and variety halls, and
his teeth played an Important part in his
diverting "acts." Weights which few men

could lift with both hands were easily
raised when once in the grasp of his ac¬

complished and tireless teeth. In his case

it migh^ be said with no suggestion of dis¬
respect that he frequently "bit off more

than he could chew." Table legs, broom
handles, almost anything susceptible of be¬
ing divided in two by a saw was as easily
cut through by the wonderful teeth of Ajax,
now Policeman Whitman.
These undeniable historical feats are re¬

cited simply for the purpose of explaining
how It happened that an admiring crowd of
citizens were privileged at an early' hour
on Monday evening to witness the rare

spectacle of a policeman in full uniform
hanging by his teeth from an iron bar in
front of No. 290 Grand street, while with
both disengaged hands he cut away at the
ropes which held a half demolished awning
that had for some time been threatening
to fall upon and injure passers by.
These undeniable historical facts are re-

lice force, not even including the President
of the Board of Commissioners, who could
have dislodged that dangerous awning with¬
out the use of a stepladder; for while the
teeth of others may be beautiful and gleam¬
ing, his alone are really up to date for po¬
lice emergency duty. Ajax ceased to be
Ajax and became Policeman Whitman about
three years ago. He has since then several
times distinguished himself by deeds of
bravery and daring. His Grand street per¬
formance on Monday evening was witnessed
by Patrolmen Bobel, Cohen, Buckrldge and
Knlttel, all of the Eldrldge Street Station,
and one of these officers, it is not necessary
to particularize which, remarked as their
comrade reached the ground: "Say, Ajax,
you should have a great pull with the Com¬
missioner, if there was but one piece of
meat between the two of you."

Jared Flagg Gets a Stay.
Jared Plagg, whom Judge Newberger sen¬

tenced to thirty days in the City Prison
and a fine of $500 for having rented
premises for Immoral purposes, obtained
from Justice Lawrence, in the Supreme
Court yesterday, a stay of sentence and a
certificate of reasonable doubt. Justice
Lawrence fixed Flagg's ball at $7,500.

He is Louis Shablowsky, a hard working1, sober housesmith. A Newfound¬
land dog that he had taken to keep ran away, and the owner obtained a
civil judgment for $66.50 and costs. Under the law of New York his body was
attached for non-payment, all his savings having been spent in trying to
cure his wife of cancer. He was sent to Ludlow Street Jail two months ago,
and suffered mental torture from the fact that his wife was slowly dying
without his care. The Journal paid the judgment, and an affecting- meeting
occurred yesterday between Shablowsky and his wife, who swooned in his
arms. He goes to work to-day. In the sketch on the right Warden Roe is
wishing his late prisoner good luck.

Suspicion had been directed previously to
Mahoney,' and at 9:40 a. m. Inspector Ja¬
cobs removed his sleeve buttons and placed
them In a package addressed to Mrs.
Felice Edouarde, Paris, France. At 10:20
a. m. this package was reported to have
been opened and its contents missing.
Inspectors waited until Mahoney was off

duty and then arrested him. He was In¬
clined to be indignant at first, but when
confronted with one of the sleeve buttons,
which was discovered in his possession,
the other having been found in the Paris
mail pouch, he made a confession.
"A man's got to have something to live

on," was his first remark. "I only get $60
a month, and that Isn't enough for a child,
much less a full grown man. In a city like
New York. I used to take anything I
could get my hands on when I was making
up the pouches for the other side, or after
I opened them when they were brought up
from the incoming steamers."

STOLE MANY THINGS.
Mahoney lived with a Mrs. Murray, at

No. 44 Henry street, where he has boarded
for quite a while past. He was suspended
by ex-Postmaster Cornelius Van Cott, in
1801, for lnsuibordlnation, but reinstated
again in 1895. His room at the Henry
street house contained two boxes which
were filled with trinkets that had been
stolen, it is estimated, from more than
1,000 packages. Among other things there
were fifteen packages containing stamps of
all nations. Many of these had been stolen
from a package which belonged to S. Man¬
uel, Kingsgarden, Trencom Alie, Ceylon,
the value of which could not be estimated,
but is supposed to be high.
There were dozens of silver Btick pins, wo¬

men's bands, fashionable garters, earrings,
buttons, silver knives, bonbon boxes, nap¬
kin holders and jewelry. A gold buckle

Department of a pistol of uniform make,
pattern and calibre, -which was first agi¬
tated by Major Andrews, Is now being con¬
sidered by the Police Board. At the pistol
range It had been observed that the pistol
produced by the officers were of various
calibres and pattern^, many of them beingalmost useless as weapons.
A committee, composed of Dr. William R.

Pryor, Major David Crocker, Inspector of
Bine Practice, First Brigade, National
Guard, and Sergeant William E. Petty, In¬
structor of Target Practice In the Police
Department, has been appointed to decide
on the style of weapon with which to
equip the force. It Is llkelv a special cali¬
bre, forty or forty-one, will be suggested.
The committee may report this week.

MAIL CAR CATCHES^ FIRE.
Gets Ablaze on a Washington Cable

Road, Then Runs Away, and
Smashes Into Other Cars.

Washington, April 7..Intense excitement
was caused In the official quarter of Wash¬
ington shortly before noon to-day by an
alarm of lira turned In from the Treasury
Department. The cause was. one of the
most novel conflagrations on record.the
partial destruction of a United States rail¬
way mail service car while in transit over
the Pennsylvania avenue cable road. This
mall car serves the route between the navy
yard, Capitol, Treasury and Georgetown.
It took fire through the explosion of a coal
oil stove while opposite the Treasury and
In an Instant was wrapped in flamesi Be¬
fore the engines appeared most of the mail
bags were saved by the crowd, and beyond
the destruction of the upper part of the
car the loss was Insignificant.
The fire occurred at the head of a grade,

and as soon as it was extinguished the
brakes were released, with the intention
of coasting the car about three blocks down
to the cable company's central power sta¬
tion. In attempting to make a flying
switch at this point the still smoking mall
car left the track and plunged into a long
line of trains which had accumulated, glv
lng rise to a renewal of the excitement, al
though no one was Injured.

PLEA FOR THE LIFE
OF

Case of the Unfortunate Italian
Girl Before the Court

of Appeals.
Eloquent and Exhaustive Argument

for a New Trial by Attorney
Frederick C. House.

CLAIMS THE TRIAL COURT ERRED.

Appeal from the Judgment of the General
Term in a Case Which Has At-

tracted a Great Deal of
Attention.

Albany, April 7..The appeal from the
judgment of the General Term of conviction
of murder In the first degree against Maria
Barberi was the first case called when the
Court of Appeals met at 10 o'clock this
morning. Frederick O. House and Edward
Hymes were present to argue In favor of
the appeal, and Assistant Dlstrlct-Attor*
ney John D. Lindsay represented the peo¬
ple.
This Is one of the most celebrated casea

In the criminal annals of the State. Tho
case has attracted almost world-wide- no¬
toriety from the fact thdt the attempts
to liberate the prisoner have been numer¬
ous on the part of philanthropic people.
These made applications to Governor Mor¬
ton, who refused to Interfere In the mat¬
ter on the ground that he cpuld not move
until a decision had been reached by the
court of last resort.
Thousands upon thousands of petitions

and letters have poured into the Executive
Chamber ever since the decision of the
trial court was reached, and they have
been carefully filed away for use when
the Governor will finally be called upon
to dispose of the application to either par¬
don Marie or commute her sentence to
Imprisonment for life.

__ ffiaB
Mr. House opened the argument and

reviewed the circumstances which led up
to the murder of Domenclo Cataldo in
New York City by her cutting and stab¬
bing him in the throat with a knife for
refusing to marry her, after having ruined
her.
He argued at length that the evidence

was not sufficient for the case ito be sent
to the Jury with a recommendation for a

Judgment of murder In the first degree;
that Recorder Goff had erred In excluding
evidence thoroughly competent and mate-

\ and that he was also wrong In his
I 1"rv

^ to w

made various points In hie
prefacing them with this state-

act: On the day of the homicide
.»a nad followed Cataldo lnte the

saloon,' and there renewed her request
that he should marry her; that Cataldo
was occupying his hands with shuffling a
bundle of playing cards; that she, in the
face of his violent refusals, had recourse
io the razor; that, grabbing his head with
one hand, she slashed him in the throat}
that Cataldo ran out of the barroom and
fell in the street; that she took the direc¬
tion toward her home; that she had fc-it
the impulse of killing Cataldo on the eve
of the day before the homicide, and that,
according to her statement, Cataldo had
overcome her with a manufactured drink
in a Canal street barroom.
The main points of Mr. House's argument

were that the People ofTered no evidence
of deliberation and premeditation, and
therefore the Court should have taken
away the count of murder in the first de-
gree from the consideration of the jury;
that the failure of the Recorder to show
what testimony was excluded at the trial,
and the Recorder's denial of the motion to
restore the excluded testimony to the rec¬

ord constitute reversible errors; that
the Court committed reversible er¬

rors in that it misstated the facts to the
jury and expressed opinions regarding
these facts tending to influence and mis¬
lead.
Numerous instances of error on the part

of the trial court were cited by Mr.
House, for the appellant, and, continuing,
he said that the Court erred in its refusal
to charge as requested by the defendant be¬
low; "that if the jury find from the evi¬
dence that at the moment of committing
the fatal act the defendant was laboring
under such a defect of reason through the
influence of passion, or from brooding over

her lost honor, as not to know the act
was wrong, they must acquit her;
that the Court's general attitude
throughout the trial, particularly as evl-i
denced by the biased tenor of its charge,
.entitles this 'appellant to a reversal.

Mr. House argued In conclusion that on

all the facts the Judgment of murder In
the first degree should be reversed and a
new trial ordered.

TEACHERS IN , NO DANGER.

Senator Pavey on the Proposed Tenure-of«.
Ofiice Provisions

Staite Senator Frank D. Pavey, of the
Fifteenth Senate District, has received a
letter from a teacher, who desired to know
bow the provisions of the Co;uproTUl'
School bill affect the tenure of o"»ce
teachers.
In reply the Senator said:
"Under the present law a teacher

be removed: First, by three Ward Trusu
and two inspectors, the teacher being al¬

lowed to appeal to the Board of Education,
which may reinstate by a majority vote.
Second, When either the City Superin¬
tendent or three Trustees or t^ro in¬
spectors, recommend the removal, then the
teacher may be removed by a three-fourths
vote of the Board of Education. -

"Under the proposed law; First, rt w.u
take a majority of the Board of Superin¬
tendents (theTe are now a Superintendent
and eleven assistant superintendents) and
three Inspectors (the bill provides for t.ve
Inspectors In every district) to remove f
teacher, who may then, as now, appeal t>
the Board of Education and be redustate<
bv a majority vote. Second, when ejtbfi" majority of the Board of Superintenden
or three inspectors recommend the
moval, then the teacher may be remo->
by a three-fourths vote of the Hoard
Education."
According to Mr. Pavey, the tenure o

flee of the teacher is thoroughly prof
in tills bill.


